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	A Celebrity in Ube, Japan
By Elise D’Haene

(02/11/2010)    In April, Phyllis Hammond, a sculptor with a studio in Springs, was in Ube, Japan, where she had just finished construction of a steel sculpture called “Redefined Space” that was selected as one of 20 


finalists in the city’s biennial sculpture competition. The others were from Germany, France, Greece, Korea, and Japan.

    “We are waiting for the weather to clear to paint it bright orange” in preparation for its placement on the waterfront in the Tokiwa Museum’s sculpture park in Ube, she wrote in an e-mail message in April.

    In October, Ms. Hammond returned to the city to receive a cash award and the Tokiwa Museum of Greenery, Flowers, and Sculpture Prize for her 10-foot sculpture.

    Ms. Hammond, a past president of the Artists Alliance of East Hampton, had entered the competition by sending a 15-inch model of her piece, and once she was selected as a finalist, she received money to travel to Japan to construct the full-size sculpture, which took about a month to complete.

    “Much to my surprise,” she wrote, “the sculpture park is partly an interactive park for children,” meaning they will be able to “climb, 
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“Redefined Space” on view at the Tokiwa Museum’s sculpture garden and park in Japan. 

jump, or swing” from the work.

    The sculptor has become somewhat of a celebrity in Ube. “Strangers on the street would greet me and recognized me. Because of the TV and newspapers, shopkeepers showed me pictures of my sculpture. It was thrilling to be honored as such a special part of this extraordinary Ube community,” she said by phone recently.

    The artist works with large metal cutouts based on experimental “curvy doodles drawn on paper” that are scanned into a computer and refined with a graphics program. The final form is cut using water jet machines that mix sand with water to cut the steel. With a hammer and anvil, the positive cutouts are twisted, bent, folded, and welded into the three-dimensional image and powder-coated with brightly colored paint. She uses the negative cutouts for sculptured wall constructions.

Ms. Hammond, who has received many awards for her work, studied at the School of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and was the first woman to study at 
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An exhibit of Ms. Hammond’s curvy smaller works in a show at Ashawagh Hall in Springs. 
the Kyoto Fine Art University, she said.

In her studies in Japan, she “learned the value of embracing the unexpected, to hope for the unimagined, and to be experimentally playful — to respect work that happens not because it is planned, but in spite of your plans,” she said.

She lived in New York City and West​chester County before moving to East Hampton in 1985. She has shown her work with the Artists Alliance of East Hampton, at Guild Hall, and regularly in the Springs Invitational at Ashawagh Hall, among other East End venues. She has had several solo exhibits in New York City, including five at the Pindar Gallery in SoHo.

The Tokiwa Museum was opened in 1961 in an effort to help the city with an urban renewal program that started in the aftermath of World War II. In 1963, the museum began a biennial competition, open to all artists regardless of background or experience. The emphasis of the competition is on “what is new and exciting in the world of sculpture in any category, from Abstract Expressionism to realism.”
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